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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD ' 

SUBJECT : Considerations, in Saigon in April 1975 on the 
V ,"* - Feasibility of a Political Settlement - 


■1. While the Vietnam Station and the Defense Attache 
Intelligence Division concluded before the end of the 
third .week of March 1975 that South Vietnam has lost th& 
war and that an early collapse was unavoidable in the , 
absence of meaningful U.S. intervention, a number of | 
informed political observers have felt that Hanoi nay 
wish to consider the option of a so-called political 
solution. It will be re cal led that COSYN^s Resolution 
for 1975 derided offensive , ” ' 

‘ ^ n , t , e r*~- a - } riu- 7" TT 'tt) jforce th.e_.J5 VN . t o. .negotiate'' a. pot ihlcaX ’ 
settlement fT6m~’a militarily weakened position* 1 / that 
■~irau"Trbhg J Party First Secretary Le Duan in early February- 
stated that '’those who maintain that a military’ solution 
is the only possible way to bring about reunification 
have not drawn the proper conclusions from North V iet nr i'd 
history" and that as recently as mid-April Vietnamese 
communist propaganda spoke of the proper implementation. * 
of the Paris Agreements. The theoretical validity of 
the political solution based on what the Hungarians 
called "socialist logic" was specifically recognized 
also in the final report of the Weyand. Mission which 
departed Saigon on 4 April. 


2. There were no illusions in the American. Embassy 
in Saigon about the nature of a political solution, given 
the hard realities of the military situation. After the 
fall of Military Regions One and Two, the war could end 
only on Hanoi’s terms but there were seme tenuous reason s 
on basis of which one could conclude.^p.5._a.t_juaj;t Jhopa for 
the possibility' that Hanoi might be content with a solution, 
similar to that of a Vichy-France . At any' rate, the 
alternative to such a development justif ied--in our opinion™ 
any effort which might help to bring about a conclusion. 


however temporary. 


short of total military subjugation 
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because 
star 



and about * the proper implement a* ion "of" 

Agreement particularly with respect to Chap?e?s I « ?„ 
The reputedly well-informed . Agenqe France Presc ^j 3 ' 

Nor?h n vt% Th0r ^ Val ^- Cla ^ med - as late ' as 2 S March that tle^^ 
said tTia^w 31118 ^ 8 ob J® ctives -remained limited although, he 

? tions 5i5h Thilu^^Lvir 1 ^ ? tS sta ” d gainst negStia--- 
inieu, Jh^^ERG^j^tkjssaan^^n. Tan S«n bhur 

vSrfc”?- Gx “ 5',5" «»«»« Mel'cSlm BrSi of“th^ ' 

I ^oliticll 

[- 37 ■ ' -i ^ -^4 a ^ 0 ^ 7 April when he registered ' 

With ” Bi S ,? Min ^ T s sentiments^which he 
,said, were not responsive to the PRG's demands,” 3 
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